[Erythropoietin level in the blood of patients with diabetes mellitus type 2].
52 patients with diabetes mellitus type II (23 of them were treated by diabetic diet, 12 were on oral antidiabetic drugs and 17 were treated by insulin), and in 31 healthy subjects the serum concentrations of erythropoietin (EPO), ferritin, iron, TIBC and hematocrit value, haemoglobin concentration and erythrocytes were measured. In diabetic patients higher but in insulin treated patients significantly higher plasma erythropoietin concentrations were found than in healthy subjects. In diabetic patients the physiological negative correlation between plasma erythropoietin concentration, haematocrit value, haemoglobin concentration and erythrocytes respectively was absent. In diabetic patients plasma ferritin concentrations were significantly higher than in normals. patients with diabetes mellitus type II are characterized by elevated plasma erythropoietin and ferritin concentrations and dissociation of the physiological feedback between plasma erythropoietin and intensity of erythropoiesis.